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Statement on the Northwest Airlines Pilots Strike
August 31, 1998

I have asked Northwest Airlines and its pilots
to redouble their efforts to resolve their dif-
ferences. Senior members of my administration
continue to be in contact with the parties, but
it is up to the negotiating parties to reach an

agreement. Specifically, I have asked Secretary
of Transportation Rodney Slater to meet with
the parties’ leadership. I hope that an agreement
will be concluded soon in their interests and
the interest of the American people.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Guatemala-United States Treaty
on Stolen Vehicles and Aircraft
August 31, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Guatemala for the Re-
turn of Stolen, Robbed, Embezzled or Appro-
priated Vehicles and Aircraft, with Annexes and
a related exchange of notes, signed at Guatemala
City on October 6, 1997. I transmit also, for
the information of the Senate, the report of
the Department of State with respect to the
Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of stolen vehicle
treaties being negotiated by the United States
in order to eliminate the difficulties faced by
owners of vehicles that have been stolen and
transported across international borders. It is the

first of these newly negotiated treaties to provide
for the return of stolen aircraft as well as vehi-
cles. When it enters into force, it will be an
effective tool to facilitate the return of U.S. ve-
hicles and aircraft that have been stolen, robbed,
embezzled, or appropriated and taken to Guate-
mala.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty, with An-
nexes and a related exchange of notes, and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
August 31, 1998.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 1.

Remarks at First Day of School Festivities in Moscow, Russia
September 1, 1998

Thank you all very much. I am delighted to
be here not only with my wife, who has worked
for better education in our country for many
years, but with the Secretary of State, the Sec-
retary of Commerce, our American Ambassador
here, and five Members of our Congress. I
thank all of them for being here. We are de-
lighted to join you on this day.

I would also like to thank Vice Mayor
Schantsev and Mr. Muzikantskiy from the Mos-
cow City School Board for joining us. I would

like to thank your principal; Ms. Garashkova;
and most of all, I want to thank these fine
students, Konstantine Sokolov and Valentina
Smirnova. I think they did a fine job, and you
should give them applause. You should be very
proud of them. [Applause]

Now, in the spirit of the day, even though
Konstantine’s English is very good, I thought
I should try to say something in Russian, like
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privet [hello]. How’s that? Is that good? [Ap-
plause] Or S novym uchebnym godom [Happy
New School Year]. Is that good? [Applause]

In America this is also the first day of school
for many students. I understand that some of
you have studied in America. I hope more of
you will do so in the future, and I hope more
Americans will come here to study. And in the
meantime, perhaps more and more of you can
meet on the Internet.

I know that Russian students love to read
and are proud of your country’s great writers.
A teacher here in Moscow asked her first-grade
class why they thought reading was important.
One girl stood up and answered, ‘‘You can read
any book. You can read Pushkin.’’ No one in
the first grade in my country is reading Pushkin.
[Laughter] Now, another student answered the
same question in a different way. He said, ‘‘If
you can read, you can read a fax.’’ [Laughter]

So whether you want to be a business person
reading a fax, a writer, or a teacher, or pursue
any other career in the modern world, a good
school will help you get there. In a world where
people are working closer and closer together,
a good school, with its languages and its learning
about other countries, is very important. Be-
cause more and more of our jobs and lives de-
pend on computers and technology, more and
more of us have to read well, do mathematics,
and know other subjects good schools teach.

In the past, America and Russia too often
used our knowledge in opposition to each other.
But things are very different now. Today, we
use what we know to work together for new
jobs, better health care, a cleaner environment,
the exploration of space, the exchange of ideas,
art, music, videos. Our countries are becoming

partners, and more and more of our people
are becoming friends.

Your country is going through some difficult
changes right now, and I know things aren’t
always easy for a lot of people. But I also know
that in times of crisis the Russian people have
always risen to the occasion with courage and
determination.

The challenges of this new global economy
and society are great, but so are the rewards.
For those who have good schools, like this one,
with teachers and parents who work hard to
help children learn, and with that learning and
the new freedom you have in Russia, all of
you will be ready for that future, and you will
do very well.

So I say to all the students here, learn as
much as you can about as many subjects as
you can and about other people. And imagine
what you would like to see happen in the future,
for yourselves, your nation, and the world. And
always keep those dreams with you, for in the
new century, you will be able to live those
dreams.

Thank you. Spasibo.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. in the
auditorium at the 19th Elementary School. In his
remarks, he referred to Deputy Mayor Valeriy
Schantsev of Moscow; Aleksandr Muzikantskiy,
chairman, Moscow City School Board; Galina
Bezrodnaya, principal, and Natalya Garashkova,
assistant principal for English language programs,
19th Elementary School; and students
Konstantine Sokolov and Valentina Smirnova, who
spoke at the festivities and presented gifts to the
President and Mrs. Clinton.

Remarks to Future Russian Leaders in Moscow
September 1, 1998

Thank you very much. First I’d like to thank
Maxim Safonov for that fine introduction and
for his very encouraging remarks. Rector
Torkunov, Minister Primakov, to all the
members of the American delegation. We have
Secretary of State Albright; Secretary of Com-
merce Daley; Secretary of Energy Richardson;
National Security Adviser Berger; our Ambas-

sador, Jim Collins; and five distinguished Mem-
bers of the United States Congress here, Senator
Domenici, Senator Bingaman, Representatives
Hoyer, King, and Deutsch.

I think their presence here should speak loud-
er than any words I could say that America
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